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"A Letter 10,4 Baron of England, yelating tte late 
Bill concerning bis Royal Highneſs: +1 {+ 
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PR: Ou may remember that in'the Seffion 1673, there was 


a Proje& of, an . AA of :Parliamenr , * that" the 
Heir of, the Ctown ſhould not marry a 'Papiſt, 
without Conſent of Parliament ; which 1 did thena 
Yo little ſally upon 1n_.a [Letter to your Lordfhip: bur 
.. <a that Deſign, with the Author being ſoon'affer fad a- 
fide,-I ſhall not atall refle& upon ;. for now that Vizargeing thrown 
by , and the bare-fac'd way of proceeding againſt the Duke of 7ork 
ina Bill of the Lower Houſe being trump'd, up in the room of 1t, 
which. as it may be believed may be recalled this next Parliament, con- 
{idering the preſent poſture in relation to EleQion, I ſhall with all hu- 
mility animadvert upon it to your Lordſhip ;” where I ſhaſt take no no- 
tice of the Pampleteers of either ſide, or their 1mpertinent'Scripture- 
preſidents; but barely lay down my own Sentiments of 'whar may in 
probability happen in the Caſe. lr is generally reſolved that ng mah 
loves to.be deceived, and1T think, if poſſible, fewer to be'ufifleceived; 
for the former is only an Argutitnt of iu nane frailty , coincident to 
all Mankind ; when as the' latter magnifies the DireQor *or Undeceiver 
More: than uſually can be grateſul t9 the relieved perſort, eodfiderin 

the pride of humane Nature ; yetit is not ſo amongſt the Tggenious : | 

ſhall therefore, having mare than. moral affurance of your, Lordſhips 
Cardor , make ſome Remarks upon the Buſine(s, from f8rmer Exam- 
ples, that being the,only true way of taking meafure'pf Ebfringetices, 
or. what may hereafter happen upon parallel _or like.occafions; ': The 
interruption of the Succeſſion has often been ſucceſſefully*enough' at- 
tempted as to.;your Walls; yet when thoſe Atts were" ExpeCted to 
work, as to other places they ſignified but little: "The firit time that 
ever the Parliament took notice. of it,, was. int the time'of' Henry 4'5 
who having depoſed Richard 2 ; a Crime T need got apgrayate, and wi- 
ving the pretended Title of Zd»ond Crouchback-; whether calledfo,from 
being Croſſed to the Holy Land, ,or from ſome deformity, or*both; Ple 
not determine. The, Crowns of England and France: were 'entarled 
upon the Heirs of his.Body, and. likewiſe upon the Heirs of hts* four 
Sons, and confirmed by Ai of Parliaments and who 

could have thought bur :that theſe Cautious Provigi- To OR 

ons ſcronded by the Yalour and prodigious Smeceſs of that " Noble  Primee 
Henry 5. had buried the Hopes. of. every Competitor, under the Aeſpair of 
recovery.,- yet when Richard Duke of 7ork made, his claim in the Honlſe 


of Lords, Henry 6. then living, .though corroborated :by the Circutt» 
ance of R: 2. his Reſignation, .this Entail'was never talk'd 'on 7 nor 
| Fourth time5 ſo 


*- mY 


had that A& the honour to, be repealed in Zaw. the Fourrh's' 
FN NE Such 3'Kind of A 
WAS 


litclereſpe& was given to that AT of Diſheriſon. 
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was paſſed by Rich. 3. to confirm his Title, with the like ſucceſs. The 
riext that came upon the Stage, was Henry 7. who waving his Queex, 
whoſe Title was. without? queſtion; Jetled the Cxawn upon his ;own 
Heirs by A&- of Parliament, as the oltiditsreti-11s; (not Withoat 
authority I ſuppoſe)- rhougtrit be left bur: in the Princed. Statutes; yet 


being not at all ſatisfied with that Settlement, *was wonderful jealous * 


of all of the Houſe of Z0rk: witneſs his uſage of the Innocent Zarl 
.of Farwick , and his in a manner forcing the Z#ar! of Zircotz bat of 
the Hands of the 4rcb-Dake ,*toan Engliſh Priſon ; and though his Ti- 
tle never came to be diſputed, God better pfoviding for this Nation ; 
yet it may be more than, probably preſumed , by what happened be- 
fore, that his. Iſſue by . another, Lady, could not'have had better Suc- 
cels againſt the Prizcely Houſe of Zork, than 4donijah had againſt Solo- 
0p. Aﬀterwards in the 25 of H:z. 8. Cap. 22. it was Enacted! after a 
ſpecious Pretence of calling to. mind Diviſions which in time paſt had 
been within this. Realm, by reaſon of ſeveral Titles pretehded to the Im- 
perial Crown,which for the: moſt part proceed:d out of Ambiguities and Doubts 
then not ſa. perfetHy underitood , but that men might upon' fromard intents 


expound: them to every mans ſiſter Appetite and Aﬀeetion ( which by the 


way is begging the Queſtion, for iti truth 'no Att can ſettle 4 Diſcent 
ſurer than.the Common Law has done) and ſo goes on, after'a Tong 
Preamble {too large here to inſert) tothe Body of the- AR, which is 
to. the. Diſheriſon- of Lady. Mary , and ſettles the Crown by ſpecial 


words, HRga bis Tue Female, for want'of Iflue Male by the Zify 
Anne Bulkn., But now ſee. the Vanity of worldly Afﬀairs ; the fame 


King.in the 28th, Yoonr his Reign, Cp. 7. cauſed another ACtto pals, 


wherein he Baſtardized and made illegitimate to all intents and pur- 
poles the Ifſyes betwixt himand the Lady Anne Bull-z, and barr'd them 


.to Claim, Challenge or Demand any Trheritance as Lawful Heir, or Heirs 


"i : j 


42 bian by Linga, r AQ. 
|tanding, and,did ſo ſtrengthen this laſt A& by Words, if Words have 
any ſtrength. in them, as.neverany was; for he made 'it Treaſon for 
any.by. #ords, Priting,Printins,or any other exterior Att diretty, or indire- 
th to call any off the Children born under the anlawful Marriapes.(viz) of 
Katherinezd Anne Bullen /egitimate : And to make the thing more ſure, 
it, was Enacted That 4 Oath ſhould be Adminiitred of bearing Faith, 
Truth and. Obedicnce to. Himſelf for Life", an, after, to his Heirs of the 
Lady Jane Seamour begotten, and to be begotten, and further ro the 
Kdeirs of the King according to the Limitation in thu At mads. And fur- 
ther, by the {aid Act itis enjoyned , That all Sybjecs as well. Spiritual, 


45, Temporal , ſuing Livery or Ouſtrelemain, or doing Fealty by reaſon 


of the Tenure of their Zands, ſhall take: this Corporal Oath ; and if any 


fhatl- wilfully refuſe it, or when he ſhall be examined upon Interrogatories, 
ſhall Proteſt, and ſay, for or concerning the At , that they be not bound 


"to d-clare their Thoughts and Conſciente,. and ſtifly thereon abide , that then 


every fach perſon ſo doing, for every ſuch Offence, ſhall be taken , and ac- 
cepted for an Offenger in Hh Treaſon ,” and ſpall ſuffer Pains according- 


dy as they are in the At limited and appointed. © 


: And now toconfirm you, My Lord, .in the Vattity of this Proviſion 
about Sucgeſſion,' Zhe fame King enafts, and t think the Term proper 
J | | | enough 


al. Deſcent, the ſaid former AC to thecontrary notwith-. _- 
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enough 4s: to: him'; the 35th; of his Reign;:C.-1. [7hat for: default af 
Prince Edw. and.oth:rs the Heirs of his own Badly 5\fhe\ Crown ſhall deſcend 
to Princeſs Mary, and her Heirs,. and for d:faillt of her, to: Princeſs Eliza- 
beth. and her Heirs; without the. leaſt taking; notice. of their being for 
merly ſp. fignally Baſtardized,. or Repealing the ſaid Afts; and ithen 
for default of theſe rwo Princeſſes ,. to the uſe of his Letters Patents, 
under his Great. Seal;3 or his lat Will in Writing, and ſiznified with ys 
moit Grations Hand; which. was accordingly; made , and by it he Baz- 
red: upon the-Failer of: his ownilſſne, the Iflue of his Elder Sifter, af- 
firming ;: That the cold Air of: Scotland hdd. frazer up the Blood Royal of 
England: i the North, andi fexled' rhe Remainder upon the 'Iflue of 
Mary the..younger Siſter ;' and upon” failure. of them, to his'right 
.Heirs.. : We will now examine,: by your Lordſhips good leave, what 
beeame of thoſe Rtrong and 'prepen&d ' Settlements," contrary to; the 
Common-Law, of Henry 8.'for:. you have:alteady had: an Account of 
what did, or might probably have become '' of the reſt : No [ſooner 
was. Zaw.'the 6th. dead; but his Siſter : Mary,, notwithſtanding; the 
Proclamation of Fane, boldly. pretended to the: Crown, as her-Right; 
Nay, the:/Vorfolk and Suffolk Gentlemen; thoizgh ſhe had. given ſuf. 
ficient Teſtimony - of her averſenels: to:the: Relzgrun then eſtabliſhed; 
were the firſt and chiefeft ji that without reſpe&:to, or the leaſt calk- 
ing of theurirepealed A& of /legitirggion, afferted her Right, and that 
ſopowerfally,” that the Duke: of! Aorrhumberlantl; then Queen Fanes 
General, proclaimed- her. hirhſe|f at Cambridge: - The like [Fate had 
the Act of  //legitimatios. againtt Queen Zlizabeah 3 whole coming t6 
the: Crown was not in the lealt diſputed: bythe greateſt 'Abetrors of 
Popery,- though ſhe had-given Teſtimony: agajnſt:itz, bur accepred by 
all, even by a Popiſh Parliament, then ſitting at-/eftminſtry, arid"ac- 
eordingly.by them proclaimed Queey; i though itiis more: than probable 
that ſome Members of that Pathament-bad'been: ſo; formerly: whed 
Jhe was Illegitimated to all intents'and:ipurpoſes: from whence it 
may be obſerved that though the- Znpliſhr are grear Byjgors tn Rojints of 
Religion, yet they are greater in Point on; otherwiſe 
theſe two Princes would have found -more 'difficulty thanthey* did'ih 
the litter: We: Toft (LED \YALY, 3% \ WW NELS SE AN ABN yaa 
+ Soniertay' now obje&, That:theſetwolaſt.Princefſes — 
the Alt of 'Settlement, -facilitated: _ _—_— jz mee rs wm 
Examples are improper ; but 1t: may be pr ned ;\ cheir Deſcent Was 
the ranged Sana, as is may appeat 'by.what | ſhall now. offery 
for when King: Fes canie to the-Crown, King'Feary'SWillthouph 
Confirmed Primo Zlizabeths, C:5: was'nomoretaken notice of thawad 
Old Almanack, nor ſo much as pleaded by Cobhaziy Brooks,0/Hmfon'tht 
Prieſt, n6r any -of that Gang of -Conlþirators,- though they! madecile 
of a very weak Plea, that'is, of? the Kinp's'not- beings OreWfiet!” Its 
rue, there:is & Forreign Prefident- for” the: Succelfi : 2 ifTp6ine of 
Religion,” of the Swedet, in the*Caſe* of Sigiſmand-of Prlaxi'y Thar 
none ſhould'enjoy any Landsin, nor conſequently 'be: King of —_— 
'that was-not of the 2uznftay Confeflion ;. and as it is'Yet in Poland; 

1 have beet) inifortied; 'none' is to be King 'cHat © wilt-het ys oa 
-once a year, '»But-rhefe being Ocgatiertind"inab EteQive Kigdgd wm 


I £04) 
the States-or Eleftors may 1mpoſe'any Tertns on the Eleted, without 
any Injuſtice at all, like ſome of the Americgas ; -who. chule him King | 
that can endure the longeſt with a Log upon his thoulcers'; but this 
'  15:not nor ought tobe a Preſident to any ' Herectary Monarchy. .  . 
Thus, My Lord, Ihavegiven you the Sence of the Bulinefs'; withal 
telling your Lordihip , let:'Peoples -Countenanees be now . what-rthey 
will, you'l find upon occaſion; they will be as* zealous for:the Dv- 
ſcent according to Common Law, ' as' their Anceſtors: Beftdes. all thefe 
Examples, you may remember, My:Lord, what happened fince 1448, 
ſince when the-Government has altered, as ſome -of the Nation 'may 
very well remember, oftner than Zhan —_—_— Facob's Wages, and 
{ill-che more forcibly ro defeat: the Succeſhon , whar Laws by the 
Powers were made;,what Engagements to ſecurethe Uſurpations Did 
they not divide the Crown and Church-Lands; beſides Delinquents E-. 
Kates, as they they term?d. them, among their Soldiers, the better to aſ- 
certain their unjuſt acquiſitions ? Did. rior all trhaſePowers,as they ſuccee- 
ded, as one man, endeavour to keep out the right Heir? Now what 
followed? Nofooner did they grow weary', but the power devoly- 
ed into: ſuch hands, as the! moit- proper way to ſecure themlclves, 
brought: the Succeſſion. into:the right Channel again. Nay. hat Army 
that was not to be beaten by. all the joint- Powers of the World, were 
ſo tired- with thoſe! often--Ehanges , that they grew ſo tame, as to 
ſuffer many of their Officers to. be hang'd , and themſelves, to. the 
Eternal /Fame of their-great:Captain, :Disbanded/, and {tripp'd of all 
their. Purchaſes 5 ſoipowerfully did the Argument of the Heirat Law 
work, :even-with the: ppicos and Hireling - Souldr:r ; and ſo' you may 
be-ſure it,will again upon occaſion,” with every true Zg/ijh man of 
any; Religion:{oever.-: os 1 Rev9 bl 
- have ſomething now:to-fay:; to-your Lordſhip as to the, Zaw-Pare of 
the thing.: Though it: ſhould growan: AR, it. is. very diſputable whe- 
TIED 04 yy her it be-bingibg or-no.:: For there are many things {o inti- 
Faunot, 1.5 ,266 * acnt in Power to a Kings. as are not 1# the Power of any. Parlia- 
1116 ; 1mment to takeaway, as the Power of making Har ang Leapues, 
the, Power iof. the; Coin and the Valie of Coins,and many other Monarchical 
Powers and Preropatives which to be taken away were againſt Natural Reaſon, 
and aredncid- nts. ſarinſiparabke, that thry: cepnot be otherwiſe by Parliament. 
Your Lordſhip: may: remember;\yhat that Noble - Lord: ſaid at the 
Opening 'ef the: Octgber Sefton 6735: That the King could nor ſell the 
Fiſhery, Now-if | (My Lord) none of theſe can be done by any Pow- 
er,; Acithercan Conditions be putupon the Succefſion,;- mach leſs the 
Suaceſhan. altered; for; it is more incident in Power to the Crows, 
than 2ny..otherthing whatſoever. ER 
-; Ways therefore. (My Lord): theſe kind of Thoughts for the future, 
for allA&s-that can be made about Succeſſion, direQly or- indireQly, 
are no-moere ableto reſiſt. the Common Law. 1n that Matter, than dry 
and:untwined Flax -is..a Blazing-:Flambeer.. This. Device of altering 
the Sucteſlion hath been praiſed abroad to' as little purpoſe as'at 
homg.." Pray -what became of that-Salemn Act.of State: nt; raxce, of 
Dismheriging Char/es the: Dolphingcand conveying -his: Right::to. Henry 
the Fifth of England, in: Right: of his. Wife Kitherine of 'Faloys ? As 
'Y 


9;i14 likewiſe 
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ED - 
likewiſe the adviſed Declaring the Cardinal! of Burbox Kiug, by the 
Name of Charles the Tenth, to-the prejudice of Henry the Great, his 
preſent Majeſtizs Royal Grandfather 2 Beſides all this (My Lord) this 
matter hath an ill Aſpe& ; it much reſembles at a Bluſh, the Do- 
Qrine of Sorbox, which provibited  Hereticks and Favourers of Here- 
ticks, although they obtain ax. outward Abſolution of his,” or their Crimes, 
if there remain any Doubt of Diſſniulation, row ins King : However 
am ſure it is parallel enough to the Prattiſes of that Bloody Houſe 
of Gniſe, who ſent their Agents to Rome, to beſeech the Confiſto 
co approve and favour their Deſigns , which. were to overthrow the 
Succeſſion, in 4 futl Aſſembly of the Eſtates , arid to make the naming « 
Succeſſor ſubjett unto ihe ſaid Eſtates. 


I have now no- more to trouble your Lordſhip with, but ouly to, 
| deſire you to call to mind that the Pope's Power was not thrown off / 


in Fzglenn at firkk upon the Account of Religion , but only as being 
too Unmannerly. and Encroaching upon the juſt Prerogatives of our 
Princes. I make no A area, as knowing your Lordſhip to be ſo 
wiſe as not to want Afiftance of that Nature, from, 


My Lore, 
Your moſt Humble | and 


} 


; ____ Devoted Servant. 
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